
 
 

 

 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

 
During this year’s Lenten season, there are many of us 

reading the book Practicing Our Faith: A Way of Life for a 

Searching People. The first chapter that we read, one to go 

along with our Ash Wednesday worship service, was the 

chapter on Forgiveness. Since we did not have the 

opportunity to talk about this chapter in our small group 

discussion, I wanted to present the reflection questions on 

this chapter to think about in our Lenten journey:  

 

- Think of a time when you have forgiven someone or have 

received forgiveness yourself.  

 

- Keep a journal for one week, noting situations of small and 

large conflict and how you and others did (or did not) deal 

with it.  

 

- Consider a worship service in your congregation. In what 

ways is forgiveness explicitly and implicitly acted out and 

spoken of?  

 

- Write a paraphrase of Psalm 51. In paraphrasing, rewrite 

the psalm in your own words. Share with someone about 

your experience of engaging this psalm in this way.  

 

- Write a letter to someone you are struggling to forgive. 

Name the wrongs that have been done: state as clearly as you 

can what the injury is, why it still hurts, and why it is 

difficult to forgive. Imagine lifting up this difficulty and 
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giving it to God. When you are finished, rip up this letter and 

scatter its pieces.  

 

- Repeat the previous activity, but this time write the letter to 

someone whose forgiveness you seek.  

 

- Use more frequently the “words, gestures, and actions” of 

forgiveness described in the book: “Perhaps words of 

gratitude such as ‘Thanks for your kindness in doing this,’ or 

words of explicit forgiveness or contrition such as ‘I forgive 

you, let’s work this out’ and ‘I’m sorry, please forgive me.’ 

Perhaps a gesture such as a handshake – originally a sign that 

one is not carrying a weapon in the right hand. Perhaps a 

gesture of actually filling out a ‘bill of forgiveness’ to give to 

another person, ritually signifying the transaction that has 

been communicated between the two persons. Or perhaps the 

offering and receiving of food as a sign of hospitality; it is 

not easy to eat your enemy’s food, because so much is at 

stake. In these acts, the participants on each side offer 

something of themselves to the other, and the possibility of a 

new relationship begins to emerge.” (Practicing Our Faith: 

A Way of Life for a Searching People, p. 135)  

 

As a community of faith we need to support one another in 

unlearning hatred, bitterness, and indifference. “Forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.”  

 

Love in Christ,  

 
Pastor Mark  



March Worship Schedule 
Sundays in March 

  8:00 a.m. Prayer time in the Parish Hall  

  8:30 a.m.  Confirmation in the parsonage  

  8:45 a.m.  Sunday School  

  9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study in the Parish Hall 

  9:15 a.m.  Choir will practice & sing at Worship (March 25) 

10:00 a.m.  Worship 
 

Wednesdays in March 

 9:00 a.m. WELCA Mission Sewing at the Parish Hall with  

  potluck lunch  

 

Wednesdays during Lent at the Parish Hall: (March 7, 14 and 21) 

 6:00 p.m. Soup Supper 

 6:45 p.m. Worship (Holden Evening Prayer) 

 7:30 p.m. Small group book discussion 

 

Holy Week Schedule 

 Palm Sunday – March 25 at 10:00 a.m.  

 Maundy Thursday – March 29 at 7:00 p.m.  

 Good Friday – March 30 at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Congregation Council and 

Church Finance Notes 
The Congregation Council will meet at 7 p.m. on Thursday, March 15, 

2018. Minutes to the Council meetings are posted on the bulletin board 

in the church narthex (entryway). The most recent approved council 

meeting minutes follow the financials below.  

 

Financials: (through February 27, 2018)  

Giving      $30,325.56 

Expenses         $40,809.43 

 Net Loss   ($10,483.87) 

 

Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Congregational Council Meeting 

January 18, 2018 

 



Present:  Karl Krueger, Wayne Woline, Ray Meth, Wayne Rodgers, 

Sherry Honts, Maribelle Lund, Stacy Speidel, Lisa Kempf, Pastor 

Mark, Johanna Crawford, Alex Peterson 

Absent:  Julie Ostby, Glenn Graf 

Host for the evening was Lisa Kempf.  

 

I. Devotions.  Lisa opened the meeting by a reading a devotion 

from Proverbs 31 Ministries authored by Kat Lee titled “Leaning on 

God.” 

Karl thanked Maribelle Lund, Sherry Honts and Wayne Woline for 

their service on the council. 

 

II. Financials, Budget, Minutes, Pastor’s Report 

The financial reports as presented by the Treasurer and Financial 

Secretary were reviewed and discussed.   Motion made by Maribelle 

and seconded by Ray to approve the financials as printed.  Motion 

carried.   

Memorial Secretary report.  Pastor reported that Monte will be taking 

care of the financial accounting for the memorial fund and that Rose 

Lauer will continue to write the thank you notes. 

The minutes of the December 21, 2017, and December 31, 2017, 

Council meetings were distributed and reviewed.  Sherry made a 

motion to accept the minutes and seconded by Wayne W..  Motion 

carried. 

Johanna brought up that the flag in the cemetery need to be replaced.  

Wayne W. will buy a new flag to be put up and will make 

arrangements to dispose of the old flag. 

Pastor distributed his report.  He reviewed his activities for the month 

and addressed questions.  Pastor thanked the council for the Christmas 

gift.  It was moved by Johanna and seconded by Wayne R. that Pastor’s 

report be accepted.  Motion carried. 

 

III. Committee Reports and Recommendations 

A. Audit Committee – will be meeting Sunday, January 21, after 

church. 

B. Cemetery – nothing to report.   

C. Christian Education and Youth – Pastor reported that an intern 

from Camp EWALU is coming this Sunday.  Lisa asked who was 

going to be in charge of the Sunday School kids singing in church and 

it was stated that Brooke would be.  Pastor reported they are working 



on plans for the Youth Gathering that will be held in Houston the end 

of June and that there are 4 youth for sure going.  Pastor also reported 

that the Luther League will be meeting February 11 and will be 

working at the Fellowship Cup. 

D. Evangelism – reviewed minutes from 1/8 meeting; next meeting 

will be March 12 at 5:30.  Stacy reported that she sent out 10 cares to 

new residents of Henry County and 3 to others that she wanted to invite 

to attend church.  The community meal held on January 9 went well 

and approximately $600.00 was raised. 

E. Finance – nothing to report. 

F. Mutual Ministry – Karl reported that the only recommendation 

was to give Mary a raise as she has not had one for 2 years.  It was also 

mentioned that she works 4 days per week. 

G. Nominating – no report from committee.  Pastor reported they 

have a slate of candidates.  To fill 1 year term is Jackie Brawner.  To 

fill the two 3 year terms are Cathy Thurman and Al Olson.  Johanna 

moved and Stacy seconded that we accept these names. 

H. Property/Parish Improvement:  The mailbox is still on agenda 

but will not be completed until the weather is nicer. 

I. Social Ministry – met 1/18.  Discussed distribution of 

Smorgasbord funds of just under $7,000.00 which was approximately 

$1,500.00 more than last year. 

J. Stewardship – nothing to report. 

K. Tanzania – Pastor reported that they met at Synod office on 

1/13 regarding the summer trip that is being planned with Gloria Dei 

and First Lutheran.  Pastor and Gayle will be going to Tanzania in 2 

weeks with the money to buy 2 motorbikes (about $1,000.00 each) and 

will be gone from January 30 through February 6.  Pastor mentioned 

that it was approximately 4 hours from town to the church.  

L. Worship and Music – met 1/2.  It was reported that they are 

struggling to get people to be in choir and that there are sign-up sheets 

posted for special music.  Sunday School kids are going to sing once a 

month.  It was mentioned that if Phil Hoenig cannot fix the organ, that 

there is someone at U of I that could come and work on it.  It was 

mentioned that the keyboard for the organ was put in in 1967 and the 

place that it came from is still in business.  It was also mentioned that 

the leathers cost approximately $1,000 to repair.  Committee is 

working on duty assignments.  It was also mentioned that organist is to 

report issues to Worship and Music and that should be in the job 

description.  Someone mentioned that it is in the job description. 



It was moved by Lisa and seconded by Maribelle that the committee 

reports be accepted. Motion carried. 

 

IV. Bible Study.  The Council read the text for the evening which 

was Mark 1:14-20 and Pastor led us in the discussion of the reading. 

 

V. Old Business. 
A. 2016-2017 Goals 

 1. Defibrillators – Stacy reported our request for funding 

was presented by Shelly Dorn and that the needed additional 

information regarding community involvement (SO Fun Day, daycare, 

etc. was mentioned).  EMS is in favor of having one here and a 

recommendation was made for a higher end model.  It will need to be 

accessible to the whole community so would probably be put out in 

porch area.  $1,699.00 in kind giving and they will not fund 100%.  We 

would also need to purchase an additional battery pack (appx. $35.00) 

and 2 sets of pediatric pads for appx. $79.00 per set. 

 2. Emergency Plan – Wayne R. stated he needed to get 

back to working on this. 

 3. Walkway Lights – no word has been received back from 

Troy Graber.  Ray will try to contact him again. 

 4. Blood Drive – Stacy reported that Harold Messer gave 

his 50
th

 gallon at the December blood drive.  There were 19 signed up 

to give and 13 units were collected.  The goal was 12.  52 lives were 

impacted by this blood drive.  The next blood drive is 2/20/18 from 3 

to 6 at the Parish Hall. 

B. Landscaping.  Nothing right now.  

C. Smoke Detectors at Parish Hall.  Ray said he put one up in 

Parish Hall and there is already one there.  There is one in the basement 

stairway and one up front by the bathroom area. 

D. Mailbox.  On hold until weather improves.  Flag is currently 

under snow or gone. 

E. Annual Meeting Potluck.  Julie was to get meat, cheese and 

buns.  Stacy will now do this since Julie may not be available.  We 

figured to get for approximately 100-125.  Karl will bring ice for 

drinks. 

F. Parish Hall Wall Hangings.  Pastor said it has now been 3 years 

since Fred at LJ Roth was to get the boxes made for these.  Pastor said 

we need to let Fred know that he needs to get this finished or we will 

go somewhere else.  Ray said he believes Fred has worked on this 

some.  Ray will tell him it is urgent. 



It was also mentioned that the internet is back up and running at the 

Parish Hall. 

G. Church Insurance.  Karl reported he will be meeting with them 

on 1/24 at 4:00 p.m. at church to review insurance policy to see if we 

have enough coverage or if we need more.  This meeting is with 

Church Mutual and they will look at church and Parish Hall.  Ray said 

he talked to Monte and Monte would be willing to give an estimate but 

he has not been asked to do so.  Monte’s concern is the fire code.  Karl 

will contact Monte regarding this. 

H. Cameras.  Council was thanked for approving the installation of 

this.  Karl asked about getting a separate monitor so that Mary does not 

have to switch back and forth from what she is doing to view who is 

coming in.  Alex will get a quote for a separate monitor. 

 

VI. New Business.  
A. Straw Poll of Projects List.  Tom Wenstrand submitted an email 

to Pastor regarding some projects that have been mentioned before and 

that have not been completed.  It was suggested that straw poll be taken 

on the congregations preferences regarding the projects.  Council 

agreed that a poll should be taken at the annual meeting with the list 

provided by Tom and blank lines to add in any additional suggestions 

and to also have the congregation rate the importance of each project. 

B. Final Budget (Executive Committee).  Council reviewed final 

budget without Pastor in the room.  It was moved by Sherry and 

seconded by Johanna that we accept the final budget. 

C. Job Descriptions.  The updated job descriptions for the 

custodians was reviewed.  It was moved by Ray and second by Stacy 

that the updated job descriptions be approved.  Council also reviewed 

the updated coffee cart instructions. 

Adjournment and Prayer.  The meeting ended at approximately 9:33 

p.m. and the meeting was ended with the Council joining hands and 

saying the Lord’s Prayer in unison. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lisa Kempf, Secretary 

 

You are encouraged to attend any of our church committees’ meetings. 

Even better would be to join one of our committees. All committees 

meet in the lower level of the church unless otherwise stated.  

  



Easter Lilies 
Easter Lilies will be available from Hy-Vee in Mt. Pleasant for those 

wishing to order a lily to be displayed during Easter Sunday Worship. 

The deadline for orders will be March 23. The 3-6 bloom Easter lilies 

cost $7.99 with a PRE BOOK order. If bought in the store they will be 

$8.99. Each lily will be in a spring wrap. Please turn in your monies 

(checks made out to Hy-Vee) to the church office before March 23.  

 

If the flower is given in memory or in honor of someone, please let the 

church office know before 9 a.m. Friday, March 30. Lilies may be 

taken home after the Easter service. 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
Swedesburg provided 39 food items along with $447 to the Fellowship 

Cup after the Souper Bowl of Caring weekend on February 4. Thank 

you to everyone for their donations. 

 

Sunday School News - Digging In to the  

Life of Jesus! 
 

 

This is an exciting time in Sunday School, as we “dig deep” into Lent, 

Holy Week and Easter.  We are spending 6 weeks studying Jesus’ 

triumphant entry into Jerusalem, the plot to kill Jesus, the Last Supper, 

Jesus’ arrest and betrayal, his trial, death and resurrection.  Getting to 

spend extra time and depth on this part of Jesus’ life and ministry is a 

great experience for both the students and teachers.   

 

A unique part of the “Dig In” program takes these lessons from 

scripture and helps students relate them to their life today.  For 

example, last week we talked about Judas’s betrayal and how hurt 

Jesus’ was by his actions; and despite that hurt, that Jesus still loved 

Judas and forgave him.  We talked about times in our own lives when 

we’ve felt betrayed, left out or hurt by a friend.  This was a topic on 

which the kids shared many personal stories and emotions with their 

each other.  As a teacher, it was very rewarding to be able to listen to 

the kids talk about difficult experiences and how they found strength in 

Jesus.  Knowing that Jesus has experienced hurt and betrayal helps 

them related to God on a deeper level.   

 



Hopefully, the lessons at church are just a jumping off point for more 

discussions with family at home! 

 

The kids will be singing as part 

of the PALM SUNDAY 

worship- March 25th.   
 

We’ll be practicing every 

Sunday morning in March, so 

regular attendance will is 

important. 

 

 

 

FOR YOUR CALENDAR: 

● Every Sunday in March - Noisy Offering Collection 

● March 18th - AirFx Trampoline Park Trip 

○ RSVP to church office or Emily Kann  

● March 25
th

 - Palm Sunday- kids sing 

● April 1
st
 - No Sunday School on Easter Sunday 

● May 5
th

 - Service Project in SS 

● May 20
th

 - Last Day of Sunday School! & Tentative date for 

Roller-skating! 

 

Finally, the Sunday School kids have been enjoying performing small 

“random acts of kindness”.  (Did you enjoy your little Valentine after 

church a few weeks ago?)  Look for more coming soon!  Suggestions 

welcome! 

 



 

 
Sunday School kicked off our 6 weeks of talking about the Easter 

season with a Palm Sunday lesson.

 



 

Worship & Music 
Shown below is our weekly attendance and offerings: 

January 28 107 February 4 78 

February 11   82 Ash Wed., Feb. 14 58 

February 18   95 February 25 90 

 

The general offerings by week are shown: 

January 28 $2,378.00 February 4 $4,010.00 

February 11 $2,326.25 February 18 $2,951.00 

February 25 $1,830.00 

 

Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 
The Swedesburg Women of the ELCA began their sewing at the Parish 

Hall on Wednesdays. They begin at 9 a.m. There is a potluck lunch at 

noon. If you have any size sheets, the Women of the ELCA are in need 

of sheets for their quilt work. Everyone is invited to join at the Parish 

Hall. 

 

Monetary assistance with the shipping costs for the quilts and personal 

care kits will be requested in next month’s newsletter.  

 



Lutheran World Relief (LWR) Baskets of Promise 
LWR Baskets of Promise are shared with people who have lost 

everything from a natural disaster or life-threatening violence. Give 

hope through a bar of soap. From March 4 through April 1 Women of 

the ELCA (WELCA) will gather items for these personal care kits 

throughout Lent. Items may be dropped off in the narthex in the tub. If 

you are able, please donate the following items: 

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH PERSONAL CARE KIT: 

ONE light-weight bath-size towel (between 20” x 40” and 52” x 27”), 

dark color recommended,  

TWO or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in 

original wrapping,  

ONE adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging, (Toothbrush 

multi-packs may be used by sealing an individual toothbrush in a 

business-size envelope; no plastic bags or wrap.) 

ONE sturdy comb, remove packaging, and  

ONE metal nail clippers (attached file optional), remove packaging.  

Items may be dropped off in the box in the (entryway) narthex. 

Some important guidelines to remember: 

 Be sure to shop for light-weight or medium-weight towels, which 

are easier for Kit recipients to hand wash and air dry, take up less 

storage space and are considerably less expensive than the fluffier 

towels we may prefer to use. 

 Bath towels vary in size. The 52″ X 27″ size listed in the guidelines 

is the maximum size. 20″ x 40″ is a good guideline for a minimum 

size. Smaller bath towels are acceptable as long as they are not 

hand towels. 

 Please give new items only, except where otherwise noted. 

 Please do not donate items with any religious symbols, messages or 

your group’s name. 

 Please do not donate any items decorated with a U.S. flag, patriotic 

or military symbols, or references to the armed forces, including 

camouflage. 

 Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed. 

 All items should be new and in good condition. 

 Do not enclose the Kit or any of its contents in plastic bags. 

 

  



ELCA Youth Gathering 
The ELCA Youth Gathering is June 27 – July 1 in Houston, Texas. At 

this point SELC has five youth and two adult chaperones going to the 

Gathering. There will be a meeting on Sunday, March 4, at 7:00 p.m. in 

the lower level of the church for those who are going on this trip.  

 

Young Adult Group 
Join us right after church on March 25 as we continue our study of the 

book of James. This time we will cover chapter 6.  

 

AirFX Trampoline Park 
On Sunday, March 18, you are invited to the AirFX Trampoline Park in 

Hiawatha for a time of fun and fellowship. The cost is $10 per person 

which includes jumping time from 2:30 – 4:00, AirFX Grip Socks, a 

Lazer Frenzy token, and a large fountain soda. Friends are welcome! 

Please let Pastor Mark know if you are able to go, and bring a paper 

copy of the waiver that you will find on their website. Drivers are 

needed.  

 

 



 
Ski trip to Sundown Mountain 

 

 

 

  



 

Ewalu Bible Camp Scholarships 
During the Sundays in March, the Sunday School students will be 

receiving a noisy offering to raise money to help our kids go to camp. 

Bible camp is a life-changing experience, and we want to make it 

financially possible for them to go.  



Radio Sponsorship 
Our radio sponsors for March: 

  4 Bill & Marge Tolander 

11 Craig & Peggy Grothe in honor of Thom & Mary 

Miller’s Anniversary 

18 Bill & Marge Tolander 

25 Mary Benson 
 

Thank you for sponsoring the radio broadcast. Opportunities remain to 

sponsor the radio broadcast during the coming months. One sponsor 

family per week may be sponsored at $50 or two families can co-

sponsor one week at $25 each. Please sign up on the sheet in the 

narthex (entryway). 

 

If you like to listen to our worship services, you may really enjoy 

listening to a shortened service each Sunday morning at 11:30 a.m. on 

the radio at 105.5 KILJ FM.  

 

Our entire hourly weekly worship service may be listened to on the 

church website: www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “weekly 

worship services” and then select “Launch Media Player”. Click on the 

weekly service you wish to listen to. Only a couple of month’s 

recordings are kept on this site at one time. 

 

Each month’s church newsletter is available on our website: 

www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “calendar”, then “newsletter”, 

and then click any month to read it. If you move addresses or would 

like to have someone added or taken off our mailing list just contact the 

church office. Each change of address costs the church 57 cents.  

 

You may find the church calendar on the church website. Changes are 

made to it as they occur. Check out our website!  

 

Thank you’s 
Thank you for your gift to Ronald McDonald House. Your generosity 

will make a different to families all across our region. 

 Kun Kramer, RMHC Board Member 

 

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/


Thank you for your generous gift of $625 for 2017. Your assistance in 

our humanitarian effort is greatly appreciated. The year of 2017 has 

turned out better than expected for Food Resources of Henry County, 

Inc. and has allowed us to provide $27,000 to Food Resources Bank 

which supports long term sustainable food security programs around 

the world. Last year, Food Resources Bank helped over 500,000 people 

become self-sustaining. 

 

Your spirit of generosity and compassion for others makes the world a 

better place by supporting families in their efforts to feed their children. 

May you be blessed in the rich measure that you have been a blessing! 

Thank you again for your support.  

Duane Graber, President 

Food Resources of Henry County, Inc. 

 

Christ has called us to serve one another in love and faithfulness. 

Thank you for your generous gift of $2,000 to the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America in support of Missionaries. This marks the last year 

of the Campaign for the ELCA. Your generosity shows a faithful 

commitment to building God’s global church by supporting our 

missionaries as they work alongside our global companions to share the 

love of Christ and serve those in need. 

 

The ministries our missionaries engaged in strengthen communities 

through faith-filled proclamation of the good news and a deep 

commitment to mutual learning and partnership. Your gift to ELCA 

Global Church Sponsorship makes this possible.  Again, thank you for 

your incredible generosity! Peace,  

Andrew G. Steele, Director 

ELCA Global Church Sponsorship 

 

Tanzania Presentation and Potluck 
On Sunday, March 18, Gayle Olson and Pastor Mark will give a 

presentation about their recent trip to Tanzania during the worship 

service. You will have the chance to get the latest news on what is 

happening in our partnership with Ngaeni Lutheran Parish.  

 

There will be a potluck lunch after worship that day. You will have the 

opportunity to financially support our upcoming summer trip to 

Tanzania as you vote for the potential projects that we are considering 

as we walk together with our brothers and sisters at Ngaeni.  



 

 

 
 

  



Choir schedule 
March 11, 29 or 30, April 8 or 22, and May 13 are open days for 

music; to anyone that would like to share special music. Please let 

Mary in the office or Brooke Smith know in advance if you’re 

interested in providing special music. This schedule is on the bulletin 

board in the lower level. Place your name in the OPEN spaces as 

schedules allow. If you need Gyehyun to accompany she will need 

photocopies of the music at least a week before and rehearsal before 

figured out. If you want to share special music but you aren’t sure what 

to sing or play, feel free to call or email Brooke Smith for help. 319-

310-7929 or ellibr03@luther.edu. 
 

 

March is National Professional Social Work Month 
March is National Professional Social Work Month, a time to 

recognize social workers and thank them for all they do. At Lutheran 

Services in Iowa (LSI), we’re grateful for our many social workers who 

have dedicated their lives to serving their communities! 

Maybe you’ve never had a social worker involved in your life. Yet, 

whether you realize it or not, you’ve had the benefit of their behind-

the-scenes work in your community. Social workers help people help 

themselves in overcoming life’s most difficult circumstances or 

managing challenges of everyday living: poverty, abuse, mental illness, 

depression, addiction, disability, and many other situations.  

Iowa wouldn’t be the same without the patience, guidance, and 

empowerment that social workers provide. Happy National 

Professional Social Work Month! 

If you would like more information, please contact Deb Whitford, 

LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations, at 563-676-2065 or 

Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org. 

tel:(319)%20310-7929
tel:(319)%20310-7929
mailto:ellibr03@luther.edu
http://lsiowa.org/


Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus 

Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social 

ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services 

in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, 

sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual 

orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and 

www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 

A Home Full of Love 

Many of Cheryl’s favorite memories involve raising her two children, 

watching them thrive, and counting the shoes in the doorway each 

night to see how many of her children’s friends she would be making 

dinner for. As her children grew up, Cheryl knew there were more 

Iowa youth who needed a loving family and support system like hers. 

That’s when her family began adopting.  

 

“We were a welcoming family, and we really didn’t want that journey 

to stop,” Cheryl says. Since starting her journey as an adoptive parent 

20 years ago, Cheryl has welcomed 19 adopted children into her family 

and her children range from ages 9 to 35. They come from different 

backgrounds and cultures, and Cheryl says it’s been enriching to 

celebrate those differences in her home.  

 

Iowa has a great need for more foster and adoptive families like 

Cheryl’s. She says it has been a learning experience to raise so many 

different children but together, her family has found lots of love and 

laughter along the way.   

 

“People will say to us, ‘God bless you that you’ve done this.’ We don’t 

see it that way,” Cheryl says. “We see it as how blessed and thankful 

we are to have a family that’s so big.”  

 

Invitation 
Invite a friend to church …this is the main way that churches grow. 

Postcards are available in Pastor Mark’s office that you may use to 

send an invitation to a friend, co-worker, family member, neighbor… 

 

  

http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa


March Birthdays 
We wish the following people a very happy birthday: 
 

  1  Katelyn White 

  2 Kayden Schrader 

  3 Lennis Beichter 

   Luke Applegate 

  6 Erik Brawner  

 Samuel Frary 

   Michelle Frank 

 Greg Tolander 

  7 Kyle Emerson 

    Joe Baccam 

   David Swanson 

   Oliver Jones 

  8 Darrell Gray 

  9 Makena Lauer 

 Nathan Rauenbuehler 

11 Norma Lindeen 

    Jack Moody 

    John Wickham 

12 Aubrey Ryan 

13 Ruth Lindeen 

     Tom Lindeen 

16 Susanne Waterhouse 

 Brooke Smith 

17 David Hinkle 

 Paul Ostby 

19 Hannah Niemeier 

20 Caitlin Sells 

23 Adam Erickson 

24 Keaton Krueger 

    Jill Lauer 

 Brent Martin 

25 Dennis Hult 

     Chris Morgan 

     Charlize Mullin 

26 Brendan Unkrich 

30 Landon Provino 

     Reed Wenstrand 

31 Brooklyn Chacon 

 Lorna Olson 

 Trent Waterhouse 
 

 

March Anniversaries 
We wish to offer these couples a happy anniversary: 

  5 Jason and Torey McElroy 

20 Roger and Marjorie Beckman 

21  Keith and Lana Zihlman 

23 Kaci and Nikki Chacon 

24  Ryan and Christina Woline 

28  Curt and Renee Ridinger 

29  Aaron and Heather Lindeen 
 

 

Please help the church office update their records by submitting any birthday, 

anniversary or any other corrections. Thank you.  



 

We continue to pray for all our church members throughout the year. 

Each week we will pray for about five church families. Please pray 

in March for: 
 

March 4: 

Joe & Teresa Cluney, Michael 

Dean & Laura Craig, Tyler 

Johanna Crawford 

Chad Daniel 

Chet Daniel 
 

March 11: 

John & Lori Daniel 

Valerie Daniel, Ryan 

Aaron & Anna Deardorff, Dominic 

Doug & Donna Deardorff 

Deborah Derby 
 

March 18: 

Robert & Jennifer Ehrlich, Simone 

Kyle & Kailey Emerson, Khloe 

Steve & Kris Emerson 

Adam Erickson 

Sara Erickson 
 

March 25: 

Tom & Janet Erickson 

Chad & Jamie Fraise, Landan Provino, Dalton 

   Provino and Noah Provino 

Bryant & Michelle Frank, Makenzie, Eric 

Bob & Holly Frary, Sam, Charlie 

Tony & Elizabeth Gaiffe, Lexi, Sam 

 



 

 

PRAY FOR: 
 ELCA missionary Rev. Brian Palmer in Liberia, supported by this 

congregation.  

 

 for Bishop Mjema of the Pare Diocese, Pr. John Kinkoro and 

people of Ngaeni Lutheran Parish, our partner congregation in 

Tanzania.  

 

 friends and loved ones experiencing health concerns. 

 

 

DEATH  
 Delbert Steffens passed away on February 11, 2018. He is the 

father to Cindy Lane and Sherry Honts. 

 

 

MARRIAGE 
 Congratulations to Bethany Grieser who wed Ali Al-yassiri at 

SELC on February 10. 

 

 

THANKS ARE DUE . . . 
 to the Sunday School students, youth  and leaders for the surprise 

on the windshield of vehicles on February 11. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that Confirmed church members need to commune 

and have a contribution on record by the end of 2018 in order to be 

eligible to vote at the next annual meeting. By signing your name on 

the friendship pad, you confirm that you have communed during that 

worship service.  
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http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
mailto:office@swedesburglutheran.org

